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• County owned WTE facility-  1,800 tons per day capacity 

• County owned landfill, 2 transfer stations, 5 community collection 
centers, 3 yard waste processing sites, and 3 HHW collection sites 

• 2:1:1 residential collection performed by 3 franchise waste haulers 

• Approximately 283,000 residential accounts 

• Annually collect average of 62,000 tons of single-stream recycling 

Overview of Solid Waste Services 



Challenges Facing Recycling 

• Market imbalance between supply and demand 

• Some commodity prices have declined to historic lows 

• Contamination is growing and increasing processing cost 

• Public is confused about what can be recycled 

• Competing goals: program costs vs environmental benefits 



Loss of Recycling Revenue 
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• Anticipate the needs 
and questions of 
elected officials, the 
media, and the public 

• Remember recycling 
relies on human 
behavior 

• Avoid knee jerk 
decisions 

• More and better 
communication is 
crucial 

 



Use Data to Guide Your Program 

• Working on developing data based geo-analytics tools to target 
recycling education by route where it will provide the greatest ROI 
• Overlaying demographic and socioeconomic data 

• Inbound grading of recycling loads 

• Participation data 

• Reject loads 

 

 



Increasing Recycling Outreach… 

• Implementing a comprehensive public education and outreach 
campaign 

• Focusing on reducing recycling contamination 
• TV and Radio interviews and ads 

• New recycling literature and web page 

• Increasing presentations within the community 

• Billboards, radio, newspaper, and digital advertising 

• Trying to reach both English and Spanish speaking households 

• Direct mail recycling reminder postcards 

• Newspaper in Education publication 

• Partnering with haulers and MRF 
• Distributing Oops recycling contamination notification tags on carts 

• Grading inbound recycling loads to track contamination 

• Working with Customer Service staff to promote recycling correctly 

 



Outreach Initiatives 



Regional Recycling Campaign 

http://tampabayrecycles.org/


Use the Free Resources Available to You 



 

Feel Free to Contact Me: 

Travis Barnes, MPA, LEED AP 

Recycling Coordinator 

813-209-3085 Office 

BarnesT@hillsboroughcounty.org 

HCFLGov.net/Recycling 

www.TampaBayRecycles.org 

 

Questions? 

mailto:BarnesT@hillsboroughcounty.org
http://hcflgov.net/residents/property-owners-and-renters/trash-and-recycling/what-can-i-recycle
http://www.tampabayrecycles.org/

